18 02 2022

AN
ORMINAMNCE

ta amend the Prevention of Eloctromic Crimos Act 2016

WHEREAS, it s expedient 1o amend the Prevention of Electronic Cnmes
Act, 2016 (XL of 201G) In the manner and for the purposas hereinaher appeanng,

AND WHEREAS, the Sena'e and Ihe Hational Assemtly are nol in

the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is satisfied Lhat
ar it pecessany to lake immedia’e action,

sassion and
crrcumsiances exs! which rend

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of
Article BS of the Consttution of the Islamic Reputilc of Pakistan, the President of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan s pleased to make and promulgate the followimg

Cramance -

1. Short title and commencement- (1} This Ordinance shall be

called the Preventon of Electronic Cnmes [Amendment) Ordinance_ 2022

(2] It shall come into force at once,

2. Amendment in aection 2, Act XL of 2016.- In the Prevenlion
of Erzctronic Cnmes Act, 2016 (XL of 2016), hereinafier called as the said Act, in
sacthon 2. in sub-section(1] a%ter clausa (xxv), the Tollowing new clause (xxvaj

sha'l be inserted, namely -



“aewit) “person” ineladee any company, assooiation of body of persans

whaother incorporated or pot, insthution, organizalian, authanty or any other

body established by the Govermment under any law or wthenwiae,”

3.

in section JO -

J.

gection 43 -

a)

(&

fc)

{d)

Amendment of saction 20, Act XL al 2016.- in the saud At

In the marginal heading, the word “nafural” sha!l ba pmitled,
i sub-section|1).-

{1 the words “ratural” shall be omitled anrd for the word
“thres” e word “fiva” shall ke subshituted. and

(i} for colon at the end, a full stop shall be substituled
and thereaftar the proviso shall be omitted;

afer sub-sechon (1), amended as aforesald, the following
new sub-sechon shall be inserled, namely:-

“t14) The informant or coimplainant in respec af
offence under sub-section (1) shall be an aggrieved person,
his autharised represeniative, of his guardian, whera such
person is a minor, or a member of the public in respect of a
public figure or a holder of public oMice "] and

in sub-section (2), for the expression “Any aggrieved persen
or his guardian, where such person is 8 minar”, the
expression ‘Any aggneved person, his  authorised
reprasentative, of his guardian, where such person s a
minar, of a member of public In respect of a pubthc hgure or
a halder of public ofice” shall be substiluted.

Amendment af section 43, Act XL of 2016.- In the sad Act, n

{a)

(o)

in sub-section{1), after the expression *10.°, the expression
“20." shall be insered, and

in sub-section (2], after the exprassion =107, the expression
=20." shall be Insered.

]



4, Insertion al section 44, Act XL of 2016.- In the sned Acl, altar

seclion 44, the lollowing new section shall be inserted, namely -

"44A. Timeline 10 conclude tho trlal and supervision by
the High Court— (1) The trial shall be concluded
expediliousty, but preferably not later than six months of taking
connizance of the case.

(21 The Courl shall submit a manthly progress repar
of any pending trial 1o the concerned High Court and shall give
reasons lor the inability of the Court (o expeditiously conclude
the trial, with coples o the Secrelary, Ministry of Law and
Justice, Islamabad, with regard 1o |he Islamabad Capiltal
Temlgry, and the respective Provingcial Secretanes of
Prosecution Departments, and the Froseculor General or the
Advocate General, as the case may be, with regard 1o
concerned pravinees,

(3) Incase the High Court linds Lthe reasons given by
the Court under sub-seclion [(2) to be plausible and beyond
the control of the Court, il may accept the explanation of the
Court. and prescribe fresh timelines for conclusion of a tnal.

(4) Where the High Court comes lo the conclusion
that lhere are difficulties, hindrances, and obslacles for
concluding a Lrial expeditiously, which are removabla by the
Federal or Provincial Governmenl or any of its officers, as lhe
case may be, il shall call upon the Federal or Provincal
Government or any of its officers to remove such difficulbes,
hindrances and obslacles,

(5) Where lhe Secretary, Ministry of Law and Justice
or the Provincial Secretaries of Law and Justice, as the case
may be. |5 of the opinion that the delay in the disposal of the
trial is altributable to the Presiding Officer or any of ils
furclionaries, it shall furnish such information (o the concemed
High Court, proposing suitable aclion,

(6]  Wherehe High Court is of he view that lhe delay
in the disposal of the Irial is attributable to the Presiding Officer
of the Courl or any of the Court's funclionaries, it shall

i



commence or direct the commoncament of appropriate

:jrizc;;plinnry proceedings, In accordance wilth law, against

(7)  The Chief Juslice of every High Counl shall
nominate a Judge along with other officers of the High Count

for acting under this section.”. j . ;,ﬂ-@/
DR. ARIF ALVI,

President



